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through the pass, leaving behind the bodies of several who were stifled in the crush or killed by their companions and disappeared in the ravine.
But Seaton and Arbroath had lost many precious moments in this senseless struggle, and the detachment sent by Murray arrived first at the village, which it was necessary now not to seize simply, but to capture.                                                                              li
Argyle saw that the principal struggle of the day must take place at that point, and becoming more and more impressed with the strategical importance of the village, he placed himself at the head of his main body, ordering a rear guard of two thousand men to hold their present position and await further orders before joining in the battle. But the officer to whom he entrusted the command of that force either misunderstood his orders or was desirous of distinguishing himself in the Queen's eyes; for Argyle had no sooner disappeared in the ravine, at the farther extremity of which the battle was already on between Kirkaldy of Grange and Morton on one side, and Arbroath and Seaton on the other, than he, too, set off at full speed, disregarding the Queen's commands, and left her with no other guard than the escort of twenty men whom Douglas had chosen.
Douglas heaved a sigh, which the Queen overheard.
" Alas!" she said, " I am no soldier; but, methinks, the battle is but ill begun."
"What would you?" Douglas rejoined; "from the first man to the last we are the victims of a sort of vertigo, and all those men are acting like fools or children."
" Victory I victory!" the Queen suddenly exclaimed. *' See, the enemy are retreating. I saw the banners of Seaton and Arbroath waving among the first houses in